
Program Outline

This theory-based, self-directed course prepares the dental assistant to expose and
process intra-oral and extra-oral dental radiographic images according to HARP
standards. The dental assistant will be introduced to basic physics and principles of
radiography, safety precautions, quality assurance protocols and the operation of
the dental x-ray unit. Instruction will be provided on recognizing dental errors and
solving problem situations, along with patient education and management. This
course will provide the dental assistant with the theoretical knowledge to apply
during the clinical practical courses, DRP1 and DRP2.
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Admissions Requirements
In order to ensure that graduates can be successful in this program, applicants must
satisfy the admissions requirements in education, experience, and language.

 

Education

Applicants must have a minimum amount of education to enroll in the program:

▪ Minimum of a High School Diploma or complete an alternative admission test (Willis
College uses Wonderlic SLE or SLE-Q)

Experience

Applicants must have a minimum amount of theoretical and practical experience within
the dental profession. This can be proved through one of the following:

▪ Foreign Dental Degree (eg. DDS or equivalent)

▪ RN or RPN degree

▪ Dental Assistant Level I diploma

▪ Experience working in a dental office for 3 years

Language

These hands-on courses prepare the students to expose, process and mount intra-
oral and extra-oral dental radiographic images according to HARP standards. A
review of the basic physics and principles of radiography, safety precautions and the
operation of the dental x-ray unit will be provided. Within the dental lab setting, the
dental assistant will expose digital radiographic images using Paralleling and
Bisecting techniques on radiography manikins under the direct supervision of the
HARP Approved Clinical Instructor. Instruction will be provided on recognizing
dental errors and solving problem situations, patient education and management.
Quality assurance procedures are emphasized as well as observation of all safety
protocols.

Dental Radiography Practical 1 and 2



Applicants must be able to demonstrate an ability to study in English. At the discretion
of the College, a language test may be required.


